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and his private correspondence was cited in
evidence. From the first, however, the state of
popular feeling, which had been tormented by
suspicions for years, was such that positive proofs
were unnecessary ; the mere statement that a plot
existed was sufficient to set people off. Never has
the ninth commandment been broken with less"
cause and more brazenly than it was at this time ;
the City swarmed, and the very air grew heavy
with the hosts of spies and informers. One
Saturday, early in October, Sir Edmund Berry
Godfrey left his house and never returned. His
body, strangled and stabbed through with his
own sword, was discovered five days later lying in
a ditch near Primrose Hill. At once, " the whole
town was all over inflamed " by this brutal and
mysterious crime, which seemed to an already
frantic public to confirm the worst of Oates's
depositions, and only the slender doubt that
Godfrey had not been murdered, but had com-
mitted suicide, prevented a general massacre of
the Catholics.

While the ladies of the Court, characteristically,
went about with little pistols concealed in their
muffs, the King made away to Newmarket,
which, according to Burnet, " was censured as a
very indecent levity in him, to go and see horse-
races." But those who censured were not then